CLATSOP COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
A Brief History 
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Since 1958, Clatsop Community College has been adding its history to the 
unique, historical area which surrounds it. Located on a broad ledge on the 
north side of Coxcomb Hill, its 40-acre campus sits midway between the 
Astoria Column on the crest and midtown Astoria at its base. Its expansive 
view sweeps from Tongue Point on the east to the Columbia River bar on the 
west, which Captain Robert Gray discovered in May 1792. From the top of the 
hill to the south can be seen the wooded site of the rebuilt Fort Clatsop, winter 
headquarters of Lewis and Clark in 1805-06. The College, thus surrounded by 
history, has a significant history of its own. 


A COLLEGE IS BORN 


Clatsop Community College, authorized by legislative action, was established 
in August 1958 under the direction of the Astoria Board of Education, District — 
1C. Douglas Olds, superintendent of schools for the district, and Emmett 
Towler, county superintendent of schools, set the wheels in motion. The school 
board then chose Richard Boss, vocational education director for the Roseburg 
schools, to establish an expanded program of adult education for District 1C. 
This was to include classes in vocational-technical fields, general education 
offerings, and for the first time in Astoria, college transfer courses. The os 
transfer program, Boss explained, “is the first step towards organizing a junior | 
college in Astoria and may be expanded if the response is favorable.” 

The response was favorable; class enrollment for the fall term of 1958 
totaled almost 300. Classes held in the evenings from 7:00-10:00 in the new 
Astoria High School plant were taught chiefly by instructors provided by the 
extension division of the State Department of Education with some local, fully 
accredited teachers completing the faculty roster. 


LOCAL FOLKS HELPED 


The fall of 1959 saw enrollment increased and class schedules extended to 
include late afternoon hours as soon as high school students had vacated the 
classrooms. Local teachers, all part-time, included Charles Dymond, who 
' taught automotive mechanics; Reuben Jensen taught a photography class; 
Mayor Peter Cosovich offered a class in money management. Other local 
instructors were Helena Perttu, Finnish language; Alta Schalk, Clatsop County 
history; Evelyn Egan, reading skills; Robert Lovell, economics; Ed Abrahamson 
and Paul Tolonen, business studies; Leona Tolonen and Viola Sheets, sewing 
and tailoring; and Fred Efaw, electronics. By the end of the 1959-60 school 
year, two secretarial science students comprised the school’s first graduating 
class. 

The College year of 1960-61 introduced many expanded features which led 
to higher enrollment and a growing awareness of the new educational oppor- 
tunities. Classes in fishing and maritime technology were offered. A newssheet, 
The Pioneer, appeared; honor roll students were recognized; and summer 
school courses were set up. Publicity lauded the growing institution as “an 
opportunity for a college education without leaving home.” Home folks agreed, 
for Astoria High School graduates began to enroll as college freshmen, and 
their elders flocked to classes related to their special interests. 

Commencement on June 4, 1961, granted diplomas to 14 graduates. The 
community was invited to the ceremonies in the Trinity Lutheran Church, the 
building now housing the Performing Arts Center of the College. The program 
listed Director Boss as master of ceremonies, Douglas Olds as speaker, and 
presenting the diplomas was Dr. John Hickman, president of the District 1C 
school board. 

Other board members under whose direction the fledgling college had 
proceded thus far were Dr. Charles Browning, Dr. Edward Harvey, Vernon 
Mogenson, Robert Lovell, Arthur Stangland, and Helen Murray, clerk. The 


College (though actually it was not yet a college) now had four full-time 

faculty members, Director Boss and three instructors listed also as department 

- heads: Ed Abrahamson, business education supervisor; George Conatore, 
electronics supervisor; and Charles Dymond, automotive supervisor. 


GROWTH DEMANDED SPACE AND ACTION 


By the fall of 1961, it was clear to all involved in the educational process 
that this budding project was fast bursting into bloom. It was becoming too 
big for District 1C to continue to manage as an educational sideline. In fact, 
its rapid growth was demanding that it become a full-fledged college. Director 
Boss, Superintendent Towler, and members of the 1C school board had 
foreseen this development and were ready for it. They had made numerous 
trips to consult with the State Board of Education. They had even selected 
what they believed to be the most suitable college site, the two abandoned high 
school buildings at the top of Sixteenth Street. City, county and District 1C 
officials had agreed to turn over the buildings and adjoining lots to provide the 
proposed college with its own home on a 40-acre campus for a cost of only one 
dollar. The papers had already been drawn up by college attorney Thomas 
Edison. 

Now more preparations were required. An application for the establishment 
of the new college and a request for state funding along with a volume 
describing the proposed curricula, financial plans, estimated enrollment, and 
comprehensive ten-year plan was carried to the State Board of Education and 
the State Emergency Board. The application was approved with the State 
allocating $175,000 for the renovation of the main building with the old gym 
to be left unchanged. Dr. Leon P. Minear, state superintendent of public 
instruction, told Director Boss, “Your college’s plan and progress, the first so 
far submitted, sets a high standard for other new community (college) districts 
in Oregon drawing up similar ten-year plans.” 


Following approval by the State Board, local plans moved rapidly. On 
January 26, 1962, Clatsop County residents voted to form a county-wide 
education district, the sole purpose of which was to be the management of the 
new college entirely separate from District 1C. The vote was 2,895 Yes and 
365 No. The Daily Astorian editorialized the following day: 


Yesterday's election brought an overwhelming vote in favor of 
the new county-wide education district. Most observers believed 
the people would approve the district, but few suspected the 
margin of victory would be so enormous. 


An election of Board members for the new district was promptly held, and on 
February 19, 1962, Superintendent Towler presided over the installation of the 
first College Board: Colonel Arthur Fertig, chairman, Dr. E.G. Palmrose, 
Richard Schroeder, Richard Gerttula, Marvin Taylor, Max Schafer, Sr., and 
Maitland Goodman. (Because of moves from the district, Goodman and his 
successor, Einar Jeppeson, were soon followed by James Borders as the repre- 
sentative from Jewell.) The first act of the new board was to name Richard 


Boss no longer director but president of the new college. Then they considered 
suitable names such as Pacific Coast College, Sunset College, Lower Columbia — 
College, finally deciding on Clatsop County Community College, later shorten: — 
ing it to Clatsop College, then in 1965 making Clatsop Community College the 
official name. The directors then determined how to procure operating funds 

to supplement state and tuition money and set April 6, 1962, as the date for 
the first budget election. 


The new College had finally been born. It had its own buildings and 
campus, its own board of directors, its own charter signed by Governor Mark 
Hatfield, and was in the process of getting its own bank account. When the 
voters approved the budget at the April 6 election, the institution was ready to 
do business as a duly recognized college. The Columbia Press promptly 
recognized this maturation: 


COLLEGE HERE AT HOME IS 
A GILT-EDGED INVESTMENT 


Opportunity for a college education without leaving home? An 
impossibility three years ago, a vision and hope two years ago— 
a reality today for Clatsop residents. 


Renovation of the old main hall with Ernest Brown, architect, and Albert 
Mittet, contractor, began in June. President Boss moved College offices to 
temporary quarters in Patriot Hall with Doris Bulletset as secretary, and in- 
stalled Leona Tolonen as registrar in preparation for fall classes. George 
Huhtala became supervisor of buildings and grounds. The contractor's crews 
worked with a purpose all summer. They renovated plumbing, heating, and 

_wiring systems; refinished walls and floors; lowered ceilings; and even con- 
structed an automotive building back of the main hall. Al Mittet said he could 


do it all in 100 days and have everything ready for the start of classes in the 
fall. And he did it — almost! 


A feeling of accomplishment permeated the whole community when Clatsop 
College began its first day-time classes on September 24 with 224 registered 
students —the first community college in Oregon to be established in its own 
quarters. As one proud citizen exulted, “We did it! We’re the first! To get the 
first community college, we voted our share of the money, provided two big 


buildings and 40 acres of campus all debt-free, and a marvelous view of the 
Columbia River.” 


THE COLLEGE GROWS UP 


No college blooms overnight with a comprehensive program, a full staff, and 
a well-equipped plant, yet when Clatsop College opened on its own campus in 
the fall of 1962, it displayed the microcosm of all this. The old main building 
was the heart of all programs and activities. Presided over by President Boss, it 
housed administrative offices, classrooms, a library directed by Librarian 
Roberta Anderson, and a counseling center in the charge of George Shaber. In 
the corner of the student center, Maxine Dymond improvised a cafeteria from 
which she dispensed cold sandwiches and hot soup. There was an art room, 


shared by sewing classes, where Charles Mulvey, well-known Northwest artist, 
taught classes in watercolor, Evelyn Egan set up a reading skills laboratory, 
and Fern Curry taught a variety of English classes. Henry Norling and Don 
Johnston joined the vocational-technical staff. Other members of the faculty 
conducted more than 50 class offerings in the fields of liberal arts, vocational- 
technical, and general education. In the old gymnasium George Conatore and 
Jack Brown taught physical ed classes and coached the Indians, the college 
basketball team. 

To help eager students take advantage of all these benefits, friends of the 
College established a student loan fund and a scholarship foundation to which 
several civic organizations made contributions, headed by a $1,000 gift from 
the Rotary Club. President Forrest Vaughn and Vice-President George Fulton 
made the first presentation. The Scholarship Foundation provides scholarships 


each year, with Sally Leino, one of the original members, still serving as 
secretary. 


THE PEOPLE SEE THEIR NEW COLLEGE 


The big events of the 1962 fall season were the Open House reception and 
tours on October 14 and the formal dedication of the College on November 2. 
In preparation for these events, the last touches of remodeling were completed. 
All areas shone with fresh paint and varnish and the “new” main building was 
given a new name. The Board voted to call it Towler Hall to honor Emmett 
Towler, who had been a guiding force in the establishment of the College and 
who before becoming county superintendent in 1948 had been principal of 
Astoria High School for sixteen years, serving in the same building to which his 
name now was attached. 

Many of the visitors at the Open House expressed surprise and delight at the 
attractive features of the restored building. The Seaside Signal editorialized in 
its October 18 issue: 


Those who attended the Open House at Clatsop College Sunday 
were greatly impressed with what they saw—and rightly so... The 
remodeling project has provided one of the finest school build- 
ings in the area...Although the structure is more than 50 years 
old, there is not a single crack in the walls. It has not settled a 
fraction of an inch, being built on solid basalt rock. It will be 
standing 100 years from now...it is one of the oldest and newest 
schools in the county. And it is one of the very few which is paid 
for. 


(The original building cost $80,000 and was constructed in 1909-10 for Astoria 
public schools with John Wicks, architect, and Palmberg-Mattson Construction 
Company as general contractors. Patriot Hall was built in 1921-22 for 
$70,000.) 
Dedication ceremonies held in Patriot Hall on November 2, 1962, with Dr. 
Minear as speaker, were widely attended. Several others spoke briefly, in- 
cluding state legislators Dan Thiel and William Holmstrom, who had helped 
guide the community college bill through the legislature. Harry Swanson served 
as master of ceremonies. Prior to the ceremonies in Patriot Hall, dedication of 


the new flags and the flagpole took place on the front grounds. The pole was 
the gift of the College faculty. The national flag was given by the Clatsop 
Labor Council, and the state flag was sent by Governor Mark Hatfield. 
Douglas Olds returned for the festivities, and some officials of the state educa- 
tion system were in attendance, later convening a meeting to form a statewide 
community college organization. 


THE LIBRARY GROWS 


Several other impressive events took place during the 1962-63 college year. 
One was the expansion of the library. A call had gone out asking organizations 
and individuals to contribute money and suitable books to fill the shelves which 
had been built in a northeast room of Towler Hall. The response had been 
heartwarming. Then one morning faculty and students were really excited as 
they helped unpack an addition of 700 volumes valued at $7,000. The College 
had been fortunate to purchase the assortment for nearly half-price ($3,635) 
from the American Library Association. The collection had been exhibited at 
the Seattle World's Fair as an example of a well-balanced reference library. 
This boosted the collection to a total of 2,000 volumes. Now, Librarian James 
Stoltz reports a total reference and curricula supportive library of 33,000 
volumes. 

Other developments during that year were the finishing of Lexington Street 
through the campus, the approval of the forestry technology curriculum by the 
state, and the wide publicizing of the summer school program. Leo Marlantes, 
dean of instruction, urged students “to combine education with vacation in an 
enticing location near the beach.” 


Student activities grew along with the rest of the College. The first yearbook 
was planned, and the student newspaper changed its name to Clatsop Courier. 
Student Body elections were held with Jim Bridgens elected president to 
succeed Jim McCallister and Lee Fisher, who had served during the high 
school-based years. President Boss even received the most write-in votes for 
cheerleader, “because,” as one student said, “he’s the best cheerleader we could 
have; he’s always talking about Clatsop College.” 


1963-66 BRINGS MORE GROWTH 


When the 463 students assembled for the beginning of the second year on 
their own campus, they found six new full-time faculty members on hand, 
raising the number to 15. One of the newcomers was a young man from 
Kansas, Philip Bainer, hired to teach biology, zoology, and chemistry. Seven 
years later, he became college president. Student officers that year were 
Douglas Nelson, Knappa-Svensen, president; Marian Bue, Astoria, secretary; 
and Mary Jean Hitchman, Warrenton, treasurer. 


President Boss and faculty members began work on a college evaluation 
program preparatory to applying for full accreditation by the Northwest Asso- 
ciation of Secondary and Higher Schools. Such formality would assure the 


College and its graduates of acceptance among the colleges and universities of 
the Northwest. Each faculty member was assigned to at least two committees to 
research and evaluate the College structure in matters of stability and educa- 
tional functions. Everyone worked faithfully, eager to achieve this final step. 
Many advisory committees were at work as well to devise curricula for possible 
new departments. One of these committees was headed by John Christie of the 
State Forestry Department, who in 1971 became head of the forestry depart- 
ment for the College. 
Forty students received diplomas at the 1964 commencement, and the 
_ beginning of the fall term found seven new faculty members on campus. 
Among them were John Holmstedt, still an instructor in the business depart- 
ment; Vera Gault, now retired; and Dr. Stewart McCollom, who later became 
_ the College’s second president. The student body that year achieved state 
publicity and a commendation from Governor Hatfield when officers Paul 
Scoggins, Pat Broderick and Del Cornutt organized a roadside cleanup drive. 
Faculty members and students gathered 18,000 pounds of litter along the 50 
miles of Highway 26 between the Cannon Beach junction and Manning. 

During 1965, final steps in the modernization of Towler Hall were com- 
pleted. Patriot Hall was renovated, and the connecting administrative wing was 
added. The vocational-technical building was constructed with the official 
name of Fertig Hall, honoring Colonel Arthur Fertig, long-time booster of the 
College and first chairman of the Board. 

And finally, the whole College breathed a collective sigh of relief when word 
came that its evaluation study was approved. Thus Clatsop Community College 
became the first community college in Oregon to attain regional accreditation. 
This, President Boss said, marked the height of his service to the College, and 
he chose to leave his office to go on to new challenges. In June 1966, Dr. 
Stewart McCollom succeeded him in the presidency. 


A NEW ERA BEGINS 


Each year brought new growth, not only in increased numbers of staff and 
students, but also in physical facilities. The library moved from Towler Hall to 
its fine, new building in 1969 under the direction of Librarian Roberta Ander- 
son. From suggestions submitted, it was named in memory of long-time Astoria 
High School teacher and counselor, Dora Badollet, who had served thousands 
of students at the former high school location. 


In 1970 President McCollom left Clatsop to take a position at Southern 
Oregon Coliege (now Southern Oregon State College) in Ashland. The College 
Board set about a national search to locate just the right person to fill the 
presidency. Philip Bainer, dean of instruction, and Paul See, who had joined 
the faculty in 1967 as geology and electronics instructor, headed the search, 
interviewing candidates and directing some to the campus to be interviewed by 
the Board. It was during this process that Board members decided they need 
not have looked further than their own campus. They called off the search and 
asked Mr. Bainer to become the College’s third president and named Mr. See 
dean of instruction. After 13 years, both men still serve in those capacities. 


Many facets of the College have grown and changed and reached farther 
into the county and beyond. One of these is the division of adult and com- 
munity education. Under the energetic direction of Ronald Collman, who 
came to the College in 1967 and who followed Charles Dymond as head of the 
program, extension classes are conducted not only on campus in Astoria but 
throughout Clatsop County. In 1981 a joint venture was struck with Linfield 
College in McMinnville whereby students may take upper-division courses on 
Clatsop’s campus and earn a bachelor’s degree without leaving the county. 


Further expansion occurred when the new Mechanical Arts Building was 
completed in 1974 and the former Trinity Lutheran Church became the 
Performing Arts Center in 1977. The livestock technology program was 
expanded when the former John Jacob Astor Experiment Station was leased 
from the county. The leasing of the Young’s Bay Yacht Club property from the 
city and the purchase of the M/V FORERUNNER gave impetus to the mari- 
time science program. The newest building on campus is the Art Center, 
which brought the visual arts together under one roof beginning the winter of 
1981. This year marks the computerization of Clatsop with a new computer 


and terminals installed to bring the College to the forefront of the information 
revolution. , 


Today, the fledgling college of 1958 has grown to maturity. Of the more 
than 125 full-time staff members, only two remain from 25 years ago: Jack 
Brown, physical education supervisor, and Doris Bulletset, administrative 
secretary. In addition to full-time staff, approximately 200 part-time employees 
serve in a variety of areas, making Clatsop Community College one of the 
largest employers in the area. From its meager beginnings, the College now 
represents an industry worth $9 million annually to the local community. It is 
an educational institution which last year registered 1,001 full-time equivalency 
students with a total unduplicated head count of 7,000. A recent economic 
survey estimated that 75 percent of the students at Clatsop would not be in 
college anywhere if this institution did not exist. 


On the eve of its second quarter century, Clatsop Community College looks 
back with gratitude to the far-sighted people who made higher education a 
reality for Clatsop County citizens. And it looks forward to offering service, 
enrichment, and opportunity to this community in the years ahead. 
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